New to Wuxia/Xianxia? What’stheideal free starter novel
to get me hooked?

Read Novel Free (www.hngawj.net)

Welcometothe World of Wuxia and Xianxial

So you've heard whispers of martial artists defying gravity, cultivators ascending to godhood, and epic
sagas spanning thousands of chapters. Intrigued by Wuxia (Martial Heroes) and Xianxia (Immortal
Heroes) but don’t know where to begin? With avast ocean of novels available online, finding the perfect
entry point can feel daunting. This guide ams to steer you towards accessible, engaging, and most
importantly, *free* starter novels that will not only introduce you to the genre but also leave you craving
more.

What Exactly Are Wuxia and Xianxia?

Before diving into recommendations, let’s briefly differentiate these two captivating Chinese fantasy
genres. While often conflated, they have distinct core elements:

e Wuxia (??): Focuses on martial artists (wuxia) who possess superhuman abilities through
rigorous training in the martial arts. Stories are typically set in historical China, emphasizing
chivalry, honor, revenge, and the complex relationships within the ‘jianghu’ (the martial arts
world). Think flying through bamboo forests and intricate swordplay.

e Xianxia (??): Takes Wuxia s foundations and elevates them to the realm of the supernatural and
immortal. Protagonists are ‘cultivators who strive for immortality, divine powers, and
enlightenment by mastering various forms of energy, alchemy, and spiritual techniques. Settings
often involve mythical realms, gods, demons, and grander cosmic stakes.

Both genres offer a rich tapestry of adventure, character development, and unique power systems, but
Xianxia tends to be more fantastical and power-focused, while Wuxia stays closer to earthly (albeit
enhanced) martial prowess.
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Why Start with Free Web Novels?

The beauty of modern Wuxia and Xianxia lies in their accessibility. Most popular novels originate as
web serials, often translated and available for free on dedicated platforms like Wuxiaworld, Royal Road,
or Novel Updates. This makes them ideal for beginners because:

e Zero Commitment: You can try out several stories without spending adime.

e Vast Selection: There's an endless supply of content, ensuring you'll find something that
resonates.
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e Community: Many platforms have active communities where you can discuss chapters, ask
guestions, and get recommendations.

Criteriafor a Great Beginner Novel

When picking your first Wuxia/Xianxianovel, consider these factors:

e Good Trandation: A smooth, readable trandation is paramount for understanding the story and
staying engaged.

e Clear Power System: Understanding how characters grow in strength is key to enjoying the
progression fantasy aspect.

e Engaging Protagonist: A relatable or charismatic lead character makes the journey more
enjoyable.

e Accessible World-Building: While complex worlds are a hallmark, a beginner novel shouldn’t
overwhelm you immediately.

e Completed or Long-Running: You want a story that has a substantial amount of content to get
truly hooked.

s MY/

Top Free Starter Novelsto Get You Hooked

Based on accessibility, popularity, and beginner-friendliness, here are a few standout choices:
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1. Coiling Dragon (Xianxia)

Often considered a gateway novel for many Western readers, Coiling Dragon by | Eat Tomatoes offers a
fantastic introduction to Xianxia. It features Linley Baruch, a young noble from a declining clan, who
embarks on a journey of cultivation after a fateful encounter with a mysterious ring. The novel excels
withits:

e Clear Progression: Power levels and cultivation stages are well-defined and easy to follow.
e Engaging World: A rich fantasy world with diverse races, magic, and martial arts.
e Relatable Protagonist: Linley’s determination and loyalty make him easy to root for.

It's a complete novel, meaning you can read the entire saga from start to finish without waiting for
updates.

2. A Will Eternal (Xianxia)

If you prefer a lighter, more humorous touch, Er Gen’s A Will Eternal is an excellent choice. The story
follows Bai Xiaochun, a young man terrified of death and obsessed with eternal life, who inadvertently
stumblesinto the world of cultivation. Key features include:

e Humorous Tone: Ba Xiaochun’s antics and cowardice provide plenty of comedic relief.

e Vibrant Characters. A memorable cast of supporting characters adds depth and fun.

e Accessible Cultivation: While complex, the story makes cultivation paths understandabl e through
its engaging narrative.

Also a completed series, this novel is known for its heartwarming moments and unique take on the
cultivation journey.
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DISCOVER A WORLD
FROM THE CREATORS OF

3. Desolate Era (Xianxia)

Another masterpiece from | Eat Tomatoes, Desolate Era offers a grander, more epic scale. J Ning, a
young man who dies on Earth and is reincarnated into a vast world of cultivation, must strive to grow
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strong enough to protect his family and clan from cosmic threats. What makes it a good starter:

e Epic Scope: A sprawling universe with powerful beings and vast territories.
e Strong Progression: J Ning's growth is central and incredibly satisfying to witness.
e Emotional Depth: The story balances intense action with poignant moments of sacrifice and love.

Desolate Era provides a comprehensive introduction to higher-level Xianxia concepts and epic battles.

Tipsfor New Readers

e Embrace the Glossary: Many webnovel sites provide glossaries for common terms, cultivation
ranks, and unigque concepts. Don't hesitate to refer to them!

e Pace Yourself: These novels can be thousands of chapters long. Don’t feel pressured to binge;
enjoy the journey at your own pace.

e Understand Tropes: Wuxia/Xianxia has its own set of common tropes (e.g., face-slapping, young
masters, cultivation bottlenecks). Recognizing them will enhance your enjoyment.

e Join Communities: Websites like Reddit’s r/noveltranslations or the forums on trandation sites
are great places to ask questions and find new recommendations.
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FANTASY

Fantasy stonies soe filled with make-balieve.

Characters can be
realistic or fantastic.

Characters Tha.y may .includa mq..-day people,
magical beings, or mythical creatures.
Animals may take on
human characteristics,

The setting can be
realistic or imaginary.

Stories may accur in familiar places
and times, or they may happen in
elaborate imaginary worlds,

In the plot, the character faces
an exciting challenge.

Adventure, mystery, and thrilling
events can be found in fantasy.

ANCHOR CHARTS

Beyond Your First Novel: The Journey Continues

Once you’'ve devoured your first Wuxia or Xianxia novel, a boundless universe of stories awaits. Don’t
be afraid to experiment with different authors, sub-genres (like Xuanhuan, a broader term for Eastern
fantasy), and themes. The beauty of these genresliesin their incredible diversity and depth.
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From the intricate martia arts of the jianghu to the cosmic battles of immortal cultivators, Wuxia and
Xianxia offer unique escapism and adventure. Pick one of these free starters, immerse yourself in a new
world, and prepare to be hooked!
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