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The vast realms of Xianxia and Wuxia offer escapism into worlds of martial arts mastery, spiritual

cultivation, and epic battles. Yet, amidst the glittering array of soaring immortals and righteous heroes, a

common pitfall emerges: the generic power-fantasy. While wish fulfillment is a core appeal, some

stories lean too heavily on tropes without depth, leaving readers with a hollow experience. Identifying

these “red flags” can help discerning readers find more compelling narratives and writers avoid common

pitfalls.

The Protagonist Problem: Too Perfect, Too Fast

One of the most glaring signals of a generic power-fantasy lies in its protagonist. If the main character

consistently demonstrates unparalleled talent, discovers ancient inheritances with improbable ease, or

gains immense power without significant struggle or sacrifice, it’s a red flag. Their journey often feels

less like an earned progression and more like a checklist of power-ups.

Furthermore, a lack of meaningful flaws or genuine character development is a common symptom. The

protagonist might be arrogant, but it’s often framed as a charming quirk rather than a detrimental trait.

Their moral compass rarely wavers, even in complex situations, and challenges are overcome with

convenient breakthroughs rather than personal growth.

Another strong indicator is the “harem” trope where multiple attractive female characters inexplicably

fall for the protagonist, often with little to no personality beyond their devotion to him. Their

relationships lack depth, serving merely to inflate the protagonist’s status or provide occasional plot

devices.
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Worldbuilding Woes: Shallow Settings and Disposable Villains

A truly immersive Xianxia or Wuxia world extends beyond just power levels and cultivation ranks.

Generic stories often present a shallow world where cities, sects, and factions exist primarily as

backdrops for the protagonist to gain resources or demonstrate their power. There’s a noticeable absence

of rich culture, nuanced politics, or the everyday lives of ordinary people.

The villains in such narratives are another telling sign. They are frequently one-dimensional,

cartoonishly evil figures who exist solely to provoke the protagonist, provide an opportunity for a power

display, and ultimately be vanquished. These “young masters” or “ancient clan elders” often boast about

their status and then underestimate the protagonist, leading to their inevitable humiliation or death. Their

motivations are rarely explored beyond greed, arrogance, or a desire for power.
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Plot and Pacing Pitfalls: The Endless Grind and Lack of Stakes

The narrative structure of a generic power-fantasy often follows a predictable, almost cyclical pattern.

The protagonist cultivates, breaks through a realm, encounters a stronger opponent, cultivates again, and

so on. While progression is central to the genre, generic stories often devolve into an “endless grind”

where meaningful plot advancement is sacrificed for continuous power scaling.

Genuine stakes and consequences are frequently absent. Even when the protagonist faces seemingly

insurmountable odds, there’s an unspoken assurance that they will always prevail, usually through a

sudden, convenient revelation, a hidden power, or a last-minute rescue. This predictable plot armor

removes any tension, making the narrative feel bland and unengaging. Revenge plots, a staple of the

genre, can also signal genericism if they lack emotional nuance and become mere excuses for the

protagonist to slaughter foes.
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The ‘Chosen One’ Syndrome Without Nuance

Many fantasy narratives feature a “chosen one,” but generic power fantasies strip this trope of its

potential for depth. The protagonist is often endowed with unearned destiny, convenient inheritances, or

mysterious origins that grant them an inherent advantage over everyone else. This isn’t necessarily a bad

thing, but when it’s devoid of struggle, doubt, or the heavy burden of responsibility, it becomes a crutch

for lazy writing.

The entire world seems to revolve around the protagonist, with plot points and character introductions

serving primarily to highlight their uniqueness and eventual supremacy. Everyone around them, from

allies to enemies, exists to underestimate them, only to be left dumbfounded by their incredible, often

conveniently hidden, abilities.
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Conclusion: Beyond the Red Flags

Recognizing these red flags isn’t about shunning all power fantasies, but rather about appreciating the

stories that transcend mere wish fulfillment. While the thrill of an underdog rising to power is

universally appealing, truly compelling Xianxia and Wuxia tales weave intricate plots, develop complex

characters, and build immersive worlds that feel alive and reactive to their inhabitants. By looking

beyond the superficial signs of an overpowered protagonist and a predictable plot, readers can discover

narratives that offer both exhilarating action and profound substance.
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